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Colorado Water Law for Non-Lawyers. By P. Andrew 
Jones and Tom Cech. Boulder: University Press of Colo-
rado, 2009. xvii + 276 pp. Maps, figures, tables, notes, 
appendix, bibliography, index. $26.95 paper.
 Water touches the lives of all of us every day, and 
so, at least indirectly, do the rules that govern its alloca-
tion. Since the days of the Anasazi, and of the northern 
Mexican communities of irrigated farms, and especially 
since the 1859 gold rush, Colorado has been a leader 
in the development of water law in the arid West. For 
years, interested lay readers have faced an important gap 
when searching for information about Colorado water 
law. Justice Greg Hobbs’s Citizen’s Guide to Colorado 
Water Law, 3rd ed. (2009) is well written and helpful, but 
by design is brief (33 pages), necessarily omitting much 
information. On the other hand, Corbridge and Rice’s 
Vranesh’s Colorado Water Law, rev. ed. (1999), designed 
as a treatise for legal scholars, is a little too heavy for most 
interested lay readers. Attorney Andrew Jones and water 
educator and manager Tom Cech have now filled the gap 
with a highly readable book that covers the subject well and 
does a fine job of explaining the human side of the law. 
 Jones and Cech include the right mix of history, 
geography, hydrology, and civics to provide the context 
for their exploration of water law, how it developed, and 
where it is heading. From the first sentence of the preface, 
it is clear that they understand the tensions and dilem-
mas that can hold livelihoods and whole communities 
in the balance in conflicts over water. The book includes 
interesting historical notes on topics such as the relation 
of Colorado’s water law to the California gold rush, and 
even to the Tribunal of the Water in Valencia, Spain, 
that dates back to Roman times. Issues related to the al-
location of water among Colorado and the 18 states and 
one foreign country that lie downstream are explored. 
Clear explanations are given for abstruse terms such as 
“bypass call,” “rebound call,” “wet water versus paper 
water,” and “not-non-tributary ground water.” The book’s 
practical value is enhanced by a listing, in each chapter, of 
Key Characteristics, Legal Definitions, Governing Acts, 
Adjudicatory Bodies, and Systems of Administration. 
Well-illustrated, accessible examples are included where 
appropriate, as are step-by-step instructions for actions 
such as obtaining a water right, administering a river call, 
purchasing someone else’s water right, and entering into 
a real estate transaction that involves water. 
 The book makes it clear that water law in Colorado, as 
elsewhere, is a work in progress, and that numerous criti-
cal issues (well described in the text) remain to be settled 
by the legislature and the courts. It is a well-written and 
useful book for anyone interested in learning about or 
influencing the development of water law in Colorado. 
Glenn Patterson, Colorado Water Institute, Colorado 
State University.
Cranes: A Natural History of a Bird in Crisis. By Jan-
ice M. Hughes. Buffalo, NY: Firefly Books, 2008. 256 pp. 
Maps, photographs, appendixes, references. $45.00 cloth.
 Janice Hughes’s research has mostly involved evo-
lutionary studies of cuckoo-like birds. Thus I would 
not have expected her to produce what is easily the best 
account of America’s effort to save from extinction the 
whooping crane, one of our rarest and, arguably, most 
beautiful birds. Over the years there have been several 
book-length accounts of these efforts, by authors such as 
Robert Doughty, J.J. McCoy, Faith McNulty, and Jerome 
Pratt. None of these is as complete, as well written, or 
as compelling as this book. Additionally, it is the most 
up-to-date, bringing the story of the whooping crane’s 
recovery program up to the late summer of 2006. By then 
there were some 146 individuals in captivity, and 354 wild 
birds—a remarkable number considering that in 1941 
only 16 birds existed in the world.
 The survival of the species has been a testament to 
remarkable cooperation between U.S. and Canadian 
biologists. In 1950 the entire wild flock wintered along a 
small stretch of Texas coastline north of Corpus Christi 
that had been named a national wildlife refuge in 1937. 
They migrated through the Great Plains, with Nebraska’s 
Platte Valley their primary stopover point. A major goal 
in saving the species involved finding and protecting its 
breeding grounds. This occurred in 1954, after nearly a 
decade of intensive searching across northwestern Cana-
da. Ironically, the birds were found nesting in an already 
protected area, Wood Buffalo National Park.
 Hughes carries this story on from there, providing de-
tailed accounts of efforts to save the migratory flock and 
establish new populations. One effort involved transplant-
ing whooper eggs to Idaho to be reared by foster parent 
sand hill cranes. Another involved releasing hand-reared 
birds in Florida to develop a nonmigratory flock there. 
Both projects eventually failed. The most recent experi-
ment has involved training hand-reared chicks to accept an 
ultralight aircraft as a sort of foster figure and, by following 
it, learn to migrate between Wisconsin and Florida! This 
almost incredible achievement has shown real promise of 
success. The cranes raised under these conditions have 
learned the migration route, paired, built nests, and laid 
